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Trade & Technical School 
 

Advantages 

Most programs completed in 2 
years 

Accrue less debt in short pro-
grams 

Get in the work force quicker 

Industry professionals teach 
courses 

Job placement 

Cuts out academic classes  

 

Disadvantages 

Most expensive, more than 
colleges 

Most focus on only one field 

Trade schools not regulated 
well 

Trade grads-high unemploy-
ment 

 

 

Examples:  Med tech, dental 
paralegal, barber, cosmetology, 
mechanical, computer program-
ming/repair, gaming. 

 

 

 

 

Military 
 

Advantages 

Thousands of dollars for 
college 

Free Housing/Dining 

Free Medical/Dental 

30 days paid vacation per 
year 

Free career training for your 
best career match 

Travel and excellent benefits 

 

Disadvantages 

Total commitment-no quit-
ting 

Give up control of everyday 
activities/decisions 

Possible dangerous combat 

Grants-awards typically based 

on financial need and do not 

need to be paid back. 

Scholarships-awards usually 

based on achievement or talent 

that also do not need to be paid 

back. 

Loans-these funds must be paid 

back, usually with interest.  

There are federal student loans, 

federal parent loans, and pri-

vate loans.  You must demon-

strate financial need for some 

loans.   

Federal Work Study-this pro-

gram provides part-time jobs 

for students with financial 

need.  Jobs are usually avail-

able on and off campus and 

listed through the schoolõs fi-

nancial aid office. 

Interest-An annual charge for 

borrowing money, expressed as 

a percentage of the loan bal-

ance.  Some rates are variable 

(change) and some are fixed. 

Annual Percentage Rate- 

(APR) The overall cost of 

borrowing money.  The 

APR combines the interest 

rate with loan fees. 

Default-Failure to repay 

your loan.  May lead to 

legal action. 

Principal-The full amount 

borrowed. 

 

                Financial Aid Terms 

More Options After Graduation... 

January Reminders: 

Students may begin completing a 

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid) on or before Jan 31. 

Visit College Board Online for infor-

mation about financial aid. 

Check with your prospective schools 

about additional financial aid applica-

tion forms and requirements. 

Continue to research scholarship 

opportunities through counselors, 

libraries, and by contacting colleges 

directly. (www.fisd.us/counselorôs 

corner). 

Be sure all necessary materials have 

been sent to your chosen colleges. 

Donôt get senioritis; colleges want to 

see strong second semester grades. 
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Take a walking tour.  Try 
to visit the following:  
library, classrooms, ath-
letic facilities, recreation 
centers, dorms, dining 
halls, student union, 
computer labs. 

Explore on your own.  
Ask other students how 
they like their school. 

Check out the surround-
ing area.  Remember, you 
wonôt just go to school 
there, you will live there. 

Visualize yourself as a 
student.   

Attend an information 
session.  Try to attend a 

group session. 

Talk to an admissionôs 
counselor.  Discuss ad-
missions requirements 
and process.  Take an 
unofficial transcript. 

Talk to someone in your 
major.  Ask the admis-
sions to set up the ap-
pointment with a faculty 
member who can talk to 
you specifically. 

Attend a class.  It will 
give you an idea of what 
it would be like to be a 
student there.   

Talk to a financial aid 
counselor.  Many stu-

dents need help paying 
for college.  If you have 
questions about getting 
financial aid, make an 
appointment with a fi-
nancial aid counselor. 

Spend the night.  In or-
der to get a real feel for 
what itôs like to be a stu-
dent at a college, ask if 
you can stay overnight in 
a dorm. 

1/29/10 Sam Walton Community Scholarship 
2/16/10 Ronald McDonald House Charities 
2/10/10 KFC Colonelªs Scholars Program 
2/15/10 Best Buy Scholarship 

 

 

Please visit www.fisd.us/counselorªs corner for more informa-
tion and corresponding websites. 

 
 

Which are your strong-
est majors? 

How large are most 
classes? 

Is it hard to get into the 
classes you need? 

Which admissions crite-
ria are most important? 
(GPA, ACT/SAT, etc.) 

Where do students live? 

How do students get 
around campus? 

What activities do stu-
dents participate in? 

Do most students stay or 
leave on weekend? 

How many students 
attend this college? 

What percentage of first 
year students return? 

How safe is the campus? 

What makes this college 
unique? 

How much does it cost 
to attend? 

There are only two 

ways to live your 

life.  One is as 

though nothing is a 

miracle.  The other 

is as though 

everything is a 

miracle. 

~Albert Einstein 

Questions To Ask On A 
College Visit 

Upcoming Scholarship Deadlines 

What To Do On A College Visit 
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There is an ancient Native 

American legend about a lit-

tle -known tribe that was 

constantly at war with other 

Native American tribes.  

They abused their religion 

and their families, had no 

morals or feelings for oth-

ers, laughed at wisdom or 

any kind of  order.  Murder, 

rape, theft and plundering 

were daily occurrences.  This 

violent tribe seemed doomed 

to wipe themselves off the 

face of the earth.  

Finally, an old chief gathered 

together a few of the least 

violent braves and held a 

council to discuss how they 

could save their tribe from 

themselves.  The wise old 

chief decided the only thing 

to do was to take the secret 

of  happiness and success 

away from those who abused 

it.  They would take this se-

cret and hide it where no 

one would ever find it again.  

The big question was ñ 

where should they hide it?  

One brave suggested they 

bury the secret of happi-

ness and success deep in 

the earth.  But the chief 

said, òNo, that will never do, 

for man will dig deep down 

into the earth and find it.ó 

Another brave said to sink 

the secret into the dark 

depths of the deepest 

ocean.  But again, the chief 

replied, òNo, not there, for 

man will learn to dive into 

the dark depths of the 

ocean and will find it.ó 

A third brave thought they 

should take it to the top of 

the highest mountain and 

hide it there.  But again, the 

chief said, òNo, for man will 

eventually climb even the 

highest of mountains and 

find it, and again take it 

up for himself.ó 

Finally, the old chief had 

the answer.  òHere is 

what we will do  with the 

secret of happiness and 

success,ó  he stated.  

òWe will hide it deep in-

side of man himself, for 

he will never think to look 

for it there.ó 

To this day, according to 

that old Native American 

legend, man has been run-

ning to and fro all over 

the earth ñdigging, diving 

and climbingñsearching 

for something that he 

already possesses within 

himself.  

Glenn Van Ekeren 

The Speakers Source-

book 

Are you happy? ________________________ 

 

______________________________________ 

 

______________________________________ 

 

What do you think is the secret to happi-

ness?__________________________  

 

_______________________________  

 

_______________________________  

 

_______________________________  

Make a list of people, places and things 

that make you feel happy. ___________  

 

______________________________  

 

______________________________  

 

______________________________  

 

______________________________  

 

______________________________  

Look Inside for Happinessé... 

Think on this  

Most folks are 

about as happy 

as they make up 

their minds to be. 

~Abraham 

Lincoln 



Unsure of career/academic goals?  Community colleges have resources to help students identify career interest/set goals.  You can explore many options. 

Family/employment responsibilities to maintain while attending school?  Most community colleges offer classes at night or on weekends-but it may take longer to 

get your degree depending on credits earned. 

Need to master basic academic skills before you can pursue college coursework?  Community colleges offer developmental education classes for those who need 

to strengthen basic academic skills before moving on. 

Canõt afford to attend college all 4 years?  Tuition/ Fees at community colleges are lower.  Cost a concern?  Attend community college for 2-years, transfer 

to a 4ð year for degree completion. 

Interested in a specialized, technical field that may not require a 4ð year degree?  Community colleges allow you to pursue an associate degree in business, 

health occupations, or trade/industry education. 

Want to attend a college close/community-oriented?  Community colleges are accessible to surrounding areas and have strong ties to the community.   Many have 

established links with high schools/community groups through school-to-work programs/coop arrangements with employers to provide jobs/experience for students 

as a part of the educational program. 

Want to learn in an environment in which teaching is of primary importance?  Community colleges are known for great instruction, attending to students/meeting 

academic needs.  Community college faculty are not mandated to do research or be published as in a 4-year university. 

Opportunities are usually 
disguised as hard work, so 
most people donôt recognize 
them.  ~Ann Landers 

 

Do what you can, with what 
you have, where you are. 

~Theodore Roosevelt 

 

The greatest thing in this 
world is not so much where 
we are, but in what direction 
we are moving.   

~ Oliver Wendell Holmes 

We are what we repeatedly do.  
Excellence, then, is not an act, 
but a habit  ~Aristotle 

 

If we did all the things we are 
capable of doing, we would 
literally astonish ourselves.  
~Thomas Edison 

 

The tragedy of life doesnôt lie 
in not reaching your goal but 
in having no goal to reach. 

~Benjamin Mays 

 

Successful people have 
learned to make themselves 
do the thing that has to be 
done when it has to be done, 
whether they like it or not.  
~Aldous Huxley 

 

Failure is the opportunity to 
begin again more intelligently.  
~Henry Ford 

 

All things are difficult before 
they are easy.  ~Thomas Fuller 

 

You are never a loser until you 
quit trying. ~Mike Ditka 

 

 

Words to Live By 

You will need the fol-

lowing to fill out the 

FAFSA: 

Social Security 

Card 

Current bank 

statements  

Drivers license  

Investment re-

cords and current 

mortgage infor-

mation  

Alien registration 

card  

2008 income re-

cords  

2008 W2 forms 

and other record 

of money earned  

2008 income tax 

form  

Community College Checklist 


